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The Truth About International Food Aid and How to Fix It

For my paper, I want to do a deep dive into the sad reality of the status quo of international food aid, how it is very often co-opted by violent extremist organizations that are in some measure responsible for the famine and in large part perpetuate its perpetuity. I want to detail my personal experiences serving as a special operator in locations where international food aid was failing to be conducted properly by NGOs (non-governmental organizations), and research where else this has been commonplace. Additionally, I want to detail what percentage of donations are being appropriated to actual relief, and what percentage gets eaten up by the “big business” of modern-day charity. Finally, I want to present some sort of solution to fix these issues by either elevating existing but unadopted methods or creating my own. 

This topic will only be controversial to those who believe that NGOs are infallible and are emotionally upset that their fiscal donations or volunteer time has very likely not only failed to help those in need, but probably contributed to sustaining those that are persecuting those most in need. I plan on contending with arguments that NGOs require massive amounts of physical and expensive infrastructure in order to maximize the amount of relief they are able to provide; that America has no moral obligation to provide international relief despite its preposterous abundance at even the lowest socio-economic rungs in comparison with the developing world, and finally the cynical view that international food aid cannot be done better. 

With the nature of my chosen topic being somewhat contrarian, I will probably be sourcing primarily investigative journalists and other first-hand accounts. I highly doubt that there will be many institutionally backed journals or other studies conducted by legacy media or academia, but I will try and find them. 

My first-hand experience in this matter is the cornerstone of my argument, but I will endeavor to not let it shape the larger scale conclusions that I draw. It can be both true that I experienced unbelievable amounts of corruption, naivety, and incompetence with NGOs in Northwest Africa where I was conducting anti-terrorism targeting operations, and NGOs are executing at a higher level in more developed countries that may also need aid. 

During my time operating in several of the poorest nations on earth, almost every target that we hit contained marked NGO pickup trucks replete with mounted machine guns, ammo, and bags of dried goods that had at one point in time been intended for the communities we were struggling to protect. Because of this, it is difficult to separate my anger at the indefensible governmental malfeasance and corruption, at the naïve and often corrupt NGO workers from heavily influencing my opinion on this matter. I have also had many teammates that worked in different parts of the world that experienced the same thing. Because I have seen legless starving children dragging themselves through smoldering fields of burnt garbage hunting for sustenance while executive level managers of massive NGOs rake in millions of dollars in salary, this topic is very important to me and is something that I am passionate about. 
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